
Partnr

S T U D E N T  G U I D E

How to join Partnr
and find your partner
A step by step walkthrough: exploring competitions,
creating your account page by page, and using every
part of your account once you are in.

projectpartnr.com · hello@projectpartnr.com Free for every student · Beta
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S TA R T  H E R E

What Partnr is for
Lots of students have an idea they want to build: a research project, a business, a nonprofit, an
app, or an entry for a competition. What is often missing is the right partner, someone with the
skills you don't have who cares about the same goal.

Classroom apps and group chats help you work with people you already know. Partnr helps you find
people you don't know yet. It matches high school students by interests, skills and the competitions they
are targeting, at your school, in your city, or anywhere in the world.

🤝 Find a partner

Get students picked for you, or search for
someone with a specific skill or competition.

🚀 Post or join a project

Post your idea and let partners apply, or apply to
a project someone else posted.

🏆 Explore competitions

Browse 250+ real competitions and see which
ones let you team up across schools.

✨ Plan and work together

Use your private board, chat with partners, and
share files in a shared workspace.

Who can join

High school students ages 13 to 19, anywhere in the world.

If you are under 18, a parent or guardian should review the Terms, Privacy Policy and Community
Guidelines with you. There is a guide for parents linked at the bottom of every page.

Partnr is free. It is in beta, which means it works and is open to students, and new features are still
being added.

What this guide covers · tap a section to jump to it

1 Explore before you join Home page, competitions, team types ›

2 Create your account Profile, email link, interests, skills ›

3 Find partners Matches, Find students, connecting ›

4 Projects and deadlines Post, apply, manage, delete, calendar ›

5 Work together My board, Inbox, chat, workspace ›

6 Your profile and settings Edit, verify your school, emails, invite ›

7 Staying safe What others see, report, block ›
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PA R T  1  ·  E X P L O R E  B E F O R E  YO U  J O I N

The home page
Go to projectpartnr.com. The home page explains
what Partnr does and has three ways in:

1. Category tiles. Tap Research & Science, Business
& Finance, Nonprofit & Impact, Engineering &
Tech, Law, or Arts & Writing to see real
competitions in that area. No account needed.

2. Join Partnr starts creating your account.

3. Already on Partnr? Sign in is for students who
already have an account.

The links at the bottom go to the Terms, Privacy Policy,
Community Guidelines, a page for parents, and a form to report
a problem or send feedback.

TIP

Browsing competitions first is a good way to find
a goal before you sign up. You can add the
competitions you like to your profile later.
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PA R T  1  ·  E X P L O R E  B E F O R E  YO U  J O I N

Browsing competitions
After you tap a category, you see every competition
in it. Each card shows:

Name and a one-line description. Tap the name
to open the full details.

Category, like Science or Business.

Tier, which shows how big the competition is:
★ Tier 1  major national or international

competitions
Tier 2  well-known, often national or regional
Local  local or regional events

Team type, which tells you who you can team up
with. This is the most important tag, so it is
explained on the next page.

Tap ← Back to go back to the home page, or Sign
up to find a partner at the bottom of the list.

Competition details

Tapping a competition name opens a details card
with:

Team: how many people can be on a team.

Eligibility: who can enter, such as grades, ages
or countries.

Why find a partner: what kind of teammate helps
most.

Visit official site for the real dates and rules.

GO O D TO  K NO W

Always confirm dates and rules on the official
site. Competitions change their rules from year to
year.
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PA R T  1  ·  E X P L O R E  B E F O R E  YO U  J O I N

What the team types mean
Every competition on Partnr has one of three team type tags. Tap any tag in the app and a short
explanation appears right under it.

🌍 Cross-school ok

You can team up with students from any school, city
or country. These are the competitions where Partnr
helps the most, because your best partner might be
anywhere.

Example: Regeneron ISEF, Conrad Challenge, Diamond
Challenge.

👤 Prep partner

You compete on your own, but you can find someone
from any school to practice with, study with, and give
each other feedback.

Example: JSHS, where each student presents their own
research.

🏫 Same school

Teams must come from one school or one school
chapter, so your teammates will be classmates. Partnr
can still help you find students at your own school
with the skills you need.

Example: competitions run through school clubs or chapters.

HO W PARTNR USE S THIS

When you pick a Same school competition, Partnr knows to look for partners at your school. For Cross-
school competitions, it can look anywhere you allow.
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PA R T  2  ·  C R E AT E  YO U R  A C C O U N T

Getting started takes about 5 minutes
Tap Join Partnr on the home page. The bar at the top of each page shows how far along you are.

1 Create your profile
Fields with a red * are required. If something is
missing, a red message appears under that field.

Full name Other students see your first name
and last initial, like "Lucas H."

Email Use an email you check. A
personal email is recommended,
because some schools block sign-
in emails.

School name Start typing and pick your school
from the list.

Country Sets which languages are
suggested.

Zip / postal
code

Only asked in countries that use
one. Used to find students near
you.

Home city Where you live, not your school.

Grade / Year Pick from the list.

Date of birth You must be 13 to 19.

Languages Tap every language you're
comfortable working in. Not listed?
Type it and tap Add.

Check the box to agree to the Terms, Privacy Policy
and Community Guidelines, then tap Continue →.

1
Your profile

Name, school,
location

2
Check email

Click your login link

3
Interests

Project, interests,
competitions

4
Skills

What you bring

5
Matches

Partners picked for
you

Partnr Student Guide 6



PA R T  2  ·  C R E AT E  YO U R  A C C O U N T

2 Check your email
Partnr does not use passwords. Instead, it emails
you a login link.

1. Open your email and find the message from
Partnr.

2. Click the link. You'll come right back to Partnr to
finish your account.

DIDN'T GE T IT?

Check your spam folder first. Some school email
systems block automated messages. If it still
doesn't come after a few minutes, tap Use a
different email and try a personal email.

Signing in later

Next time, tap Already on Partnr? Sign in on the
home page. You can:

Type your email and tap Send sign-in link, then
click the link in your email, or

Sign in with Google, Microsoft or GitHub.

Some schools block Google or Microsoft sign-in until their IT
team approves it. If that happens, use the email link. It always
works.
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PA R T  2  ·  C R E AT E  YO U R  A C C O U N T

3 Your project, interests and goals
This page tells Partnr what you want to do, so it can
find the right people.

Status Pick all that fit: I have a project and
need partners, Open to joining a
project, or Just exploring.

Describe a
project

A sentence or two about your
idea, or the kind of project you'd
like to join. Mention the skills you
need.

Your
interests

Partnr picks these from what you
wrote. Tap to change them. You
can have up to 2.

Competitions Optional. Add the ones you're
targeting (see below).

Who to
connect with

Students at my school, Students in
my city / region, or Anyone in the
world. You can change this
anytime.

TIP

The more specific your description, the better
your matches. "I need someone who knows
chemistry" works better than "I like science."
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PA R T  2  ·  C R E AT E  YO U R  A C C O U N T

Adding competitions

There are three ways to add competitions:

1. Search. Type a name like ISEF or Conrad. If it's
not on the list, you can add your own.

2. Browse by category. Filter by Science, Math,
Business, and more. Tap + Add on any
competition. The team type tags work the same
as on the home page.

3. Help me pick. Pick up to 2 interests or describe
what you like, then tap Suggest competitions.
Partnr suggests ones that fit you.

Added competitions appear as chips under the
search box. Tap the × to remove one.

Help me pick can be used up to 10 times a day.

When you're done, tap Continue →.
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PA R T  2  ·  C R E AT E  YO U R  A C C O U N T

4 Your skills
Skills come from classes, hobbies and everyday
experience. Pick the ones you've actually used. They
show other students what you'd bring to a team.

✨ Suggested for you

The skill categories that fit your interests, project
and competitions open at the top. Tap every skill you
have. Tap it again to remove it.

Partnr suggests categories, never specific skills,
and nothing is selected for you. You choose every
skill yourself.

SK ILL LE VE LS

For coding, engineering and design skills, you
also pick Beginner or Experienced. Other skills
are just one tap.
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PA R T  2  ·  C R E AT E  YO U R  A C C O U N T

Select additional skills

Every other category is below, closed. Tap a
category to open it. Adding all your skills helps you
match with more partners and projects.

Math courses

Optional. Tap a course once for Currently taking and
again for Completed.

Selected

A purple box lists every skill you picked. Tap × to
remove one.

Missing a skill?

Type it in (like Birding, Podcasting or Sign language)
and tap Add.

Time

Required: how many hours a week you can commit,
and when you're usually free (Weekdays, Weekends
or Both).

Experience and awards (optional)

Add a Project, Club or Internship with a title,
description and link, then tap + Add. You can add a
few.

Add awards like "1st place regional science fair" in
the Awards box.

Just getting started? Skip this. That's totally fine.

Tap Continue → to finish.
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PA R T  2  ·  C R E AT E  YO U R  A C C O U N T

5 Finding your matches
Partnr now looks through the students on Partnr and
picks the best fits for you, based on your interests,
skills, competitions and who you want to connect
with. This takes a few seconds.

Then you land in your account. You're in! The rest of
this guide shows everything you can do there.

E ARLY DAYS

Partnr is new, so there may not be many
students near you yet. If you see "You're one of
the first students on Partnr," check back soon,
invite friends, browse Find students, or post a
project so partners can come to you.
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PA R T  2  ·  C R E AT E  YO U R  A C C O U N T

Your account at a glance

Where What it's for

Matches Students Partnr picked for you.

Find students Search for a student with a specific skill or competition.

Open projects Projects looking for partners. Post your own or apply.

Deadlines A calendar of upcoming competition deadlines.

✨ My board Your private planning space: to-dos, goals, competitions, saved partners.

✉ Inbox (top right) Connection requests, conversations, chat and workspaces. The red
number shows what's new.

Your initials (top right) Your profile and settings menu.

On a phone, the five tabs move to a bar at the bottom of the screen.
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PA R T  3  ·  F I N D  PA R T N E R S

Matches: picked for you
Each match card shows:

Their name (first name and last initial), city,
grade, and a match %.

Their skills and interests.

Why you match: a short reason this person fits
you.

How much time they have each week.

The buttons:

✕ Pass Not interested. You can tell us why
(optional).

♥ Save Saves them to My board so you
can come back later.

Connect → Send a connection request.

Full profile See everything about them.

On a phone you can also swipe a card left to pass or right to
save. Passed students go into a "Show passed" list at the
bottom if you change your mind.

Not the right fit?

Tap Not the right fit? Find other students near the
top. Pick what's off (wrong skills, too far away,
different competitions) or write what you need, then
tap Get new matches. Partnr uses what you said to
pick a new set.

Or type a skill or competition under Or search
yourself to jump to Find students.

You can get up to 3 rounds of new matches a day. Change
your profile settings (next to "Matching you with") lets you
change who you match with.
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PA R T  3  ·  F I N D  PA R T N E R S

Full profiles and connecting
Full profile shows a student's skills, competitions,
project idea, weekly hours, time zone, languages,
and what they're looking for in a partner.

Read it before you connect, so your message can
say something specific.

Sending a connection request

1. Tap Connect →.

2. Write a short intro: who you are, what you're
working on, and why you want to team up.

3. Tap Send request.

The request goes to their Inbox. When they accept,
you can chat and share files.

WRITE  A GO O D INTRO

"Hi Maya! I'm building an iodine water filter for
the Conrad Challenge and need someone who
knows chemistry. I saw you're testing river water.
Want to work on it together?"

You can send up to 20 requests a day.
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PA R T  3  ·  F I N D  PA R T N E R S

Find students
Use this tab when you know exactly what you need.

1. Search for a skill or competition, like "Python" or
"DECA".

2. Or tap a chip under Looking for. These come
from your profile. Tap + More skills or + More
competitions for others.

3. Choose Where: your school, Near me, your
country, or Anyone.

Each result shows the student's skills and project
idea. Their matching skill is highlighted.

Connect → Send a connection request.

☆ Star Save them to My board.

⚑ Flag Report a profile that breaks the
rules.

The "Showing" bar tells you what you're filtering by. Tap Clear
to start over.
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PA R T  4  ·  P R O J E C T S  A N D  D E A D L I N E S

Open projects
Projects that other students posted because they're
looking for partners. Each one shows the skills
needed, a linked competition if there is one, and how
many spots are open.

Apply with your profile to ask to join.

📌 Pin to my board to save it for later.

Your own projects appear under Your postings at
the top, with Edit and Applications buttons.

TWO  WAYS TO  TE AM UP

Connecting is for meeting a person. Projects are
for a specific idea with spots to fill. You can do
both.
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PA R T  4  ·  P R O J E C T S  A N D  D E A D L I N E S

Posting a project
Tap Post a project → on the Open projects tab.

Project title Short and clear, like "Need a
designer for our Diamond
Challenge pitch."

Description What you're building and what you
need help with.

Skills you're
looking for

Optional. Search or browse skills
by category.

Competition Optional. Link it to a competition.

How many
partners?

The number of spots.

Who should
see this?

Required: My school, My city /
region, or Anyone.

Stage Idea, Planning or Building.

Tap Post project →. It shows up in Open projects for
the students you chose.

You can edit, close or delete your project anytime. See the
next page.
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PA R T  4  ·  P R O J E C T S  A N D  D E A D L I N E S

Applying and managing applications
Applying to a project

Tap Apply with your profile, write why you're a
good fit, and tap Send application. The project
owner sees your message and your profile.

Reviewing applications to your project

Tap Applications on your project (in Open projects
or on My profile). For each student you'll see their
message and where they're from.

Accept adds them to your project. You can then
message them from your Inbox.

Decline if it's not a fit.

Tap Edit post to change your project.

You'll get an email when someone applies, and when your own
application is accepted. You can turn these off in Email
settings.
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PA R T  4  ·  P R O J E C T S  A N D  D E A D L I N E S

Closing or deleting your project
Tap Edit on your project (in Open projects under
Your postings, or on My profile). At the bottom you
have two choices:

Close this
project

Stops new applications and hides it
from Open projects. You can
reopen it later. Use this when your
spots are filled or you want to
pause.

Delete this
project

Removes it for good, along with all
its applications. A box asks you to
confirm first. Tap Delete project to
delete it, or Keep it to go back.

CAN'T BE  UNDO NE

A deleted project can't be brought back. If you
might want it again, close it instead.
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PA R T  4  ·  P R O J E C T S  A N D  D E A D L I N E S

Deadlines
A calendar of upcoming competition deadlines,
soonest first. Each one shows the date, how many
days are left, and a link to the official site.

Act now means the deadline is close.

Coming up and Upcoming give you more time.

For you marks competitions that fit your interests.

Only deadlines Partnr has checked are shown, so
nothing here is a guess.

ALWAYS CHE CK  IT YO URSE LF

Competitions can change their dates and rules.
Before you submit, open the Official site link and
confirm the deadline and rules yourself. The
Deadlines tab shows this reminder at the top too.
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PA R T  5  ·  W O R K  T O G E T H E R

✨ My board: your goals
Your private place to plan. Only you can see it. It goes from the top down: your goals first, then
the steps to get there. Drag the ⋮⋮  handle on any card to reorder.

Competition goals Every competition you picked at signup is already a goal, like "Enter the
Conrad Challenge." Each one shows the team type, team size, who can
enter and the deadline. Tap Details → for the full info and official site.

Suggested for you Goal ideas based on your interests, like "Start my nonprofit or club" or
"Launch my business." Tap one to add it. Nothing is added unless you tap
it.

+ Add a goal Write your own, like "Win DECA states" or "Publish research by spring."

× Removes a goal. If it was a competition, it moves down to Competitions
to explore.
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PA R T  5  ·  W O R K  T O G E T H E R

✨ My board: steps and more
To-do: steps to reach your goals

Each step has a link right under it, so you can do it in
one tap. Most steps check off on their own when
you do them.

Post your project shows if you said you have a
project.

Apply to join a project shows if you're open to
joining one.

Work on it together is the one you check
yourself.

Finished steps fold into one line, like ✓ 2 done ·
Show, so the list only shows what's left. Add your
own steps in the box at the bottom. Tap × to hide a
step you don't need.

Competitions to explore

Competitions you pinned but aren't entering yet. Tap
+ Make it a goal to move one up to your goals.

Saved partners

Students you saved with ♥ or ☆.

Ideas & links

Pinned projects, articles, videos and notes.
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PA R T  5  ·  W O R K  T O G E T H E R

Share how it went
When your project wraps up, or hits a milestone, tap
Tell us how it turned out in your to-do list.

1. Say what you made.

2. Pick how it turned out: Submitted, Placed, Won,
Launched, or Still going.

3. Add details and a link if you have one.

4. Tap Share it.

It's added to your profile under Experience, so future
partners can see what you've done. You can remove
it anytime.

Check the box only if you're OK with Partnr featuring it, for
example on our website.
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PA R T  5  ·  W O R K  T O G E T H E R

Inbox
Tap the ✉ envelope at the top right. The red number
counts new requests and unread messages.

Received
requests

Students who want to connect
with you. Read their intro, then
tap Accept or Decline.

Conversations Everyone you're connected with.
Tap Chat to message or
Workspace to share files.

Sent requests Requests you sent that are still
waiting.

The ⚑ flag next to anyone lets you report them.
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PA R T  5  ·  W O R K  T O G E T H E R

Chat and Workspace
Once a request is accepted, you can talk and share files with that partner from your Inbox.

Chat

Text messages with your partner. Type at the
bottom and tap Send.

Workspace

A shared space with one partner. Add a link
(Google Doc, GitHub, Figma) or upload a
document (PDF, Word, PowerPoint, Excel, text or
CSV, up to 10MB). Both of you can see everything
in it.

USE  CO MMO N SE NSE

Keep chats and files about your project. Don't share personal info like your phone number, home
address or passwords, and don't upload files that include it. Chat and Workspace both show this
reminder.
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PA R T  6  ·  YO U R  P R O F I L E  A N D  S E T T I N G S

The profile menu
Tap your initials in the top right corner.

My profile What other students see.

Edit profile Change anything you entered when you
signed up.

Invite a friend Send Partnr to friends.

Email settings Choose which emails you get.

Blocked students See or undo blocks.

Tell us what you
think

A quick rating of Partnr.

Student guide Opens this guide.

Report a problem Tell us about a bug or concern.

Sign out Log out on this device.
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PA R T  6  ·  YO U R  P R O F I L E  A N D  S E T T I N G S

My profile
This is what other students see: your city and
grade, interests, status, skills, competitions, project
idea and experience.

Your school name is only shown to students at your
school and partners you've connected with.

Your projects lists projects you posted, with Edit
and Applications buttons.

At the bottom: Edit profile, Blocked students and
Sign out.

Verify your school

Your school starts as Self-Reported. To verify it:

1. Tap Verify with school email.

2. Enter your school email and tap Send code.
Partnr shows you a code.

3. From your school email, send a message to

4. Tap I've sent it - check now.

A verified badge helps other students and parents
trust your profile. If your school email doesn't work,
tap Can't verify this way? Ask us for help.
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PA R T  6  ·  YO U R  P R O F I L E  A N D  S E T T I N G S

Editing your profile
Pick what you want to change. You'll come right
back here after you save.

Profile Name, school, country, city.

Interests &
Goals

Status, project description,
interests, competitions, who you
connect with.

Skills Skills, hours, availability,
experience and awards.

Your
projects

Post a project or manage yours.

K E E P IT FRE SH

Update your profile when you learn a new skill or
pick a new competition. Better info means better
matches.

Email settings

Turn each email on or off. Changes save right away.

Connection requests when someone wants to
connect or accepts yours.

New messages from partners.

Project applications.

Weekly new matches, sent on Mondays.

Sign-in links, school email codes and safety notices are
always sent.
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PA R T  6  ·  YO U R  P R O F I L E  A N D  S E T T I N G S

Invite a friend
The more students join, the better everyone's
matches get. Open the profile menu and tap Invite a
friend.

Text, Email, Snapchat or WhatsApp opens that
app with the invite ready to send.

Copy link copies it so you can paste it in
Instagram, TikTok or Discord.

WO RK ING WITH SO ME O NE  YO U ALRE ADY
K NO W?

Invite them, and once they join, connect with
them. Then you can chat and use a shared
Workspace. Your board stays private to you.

PA R T  7  ·  S TAY I N G  S A F E

Staying safe on Partnr

What others see

Your first name and last initial, city, grade,
interests, skills and projects. Your school name
only shows to students at your school and
partners. Your email is never shown.

You decide who to connect with

Nobody can message you until you accept their
request. Decline anyone you don't want to talk
to.

Report

Tap the ⚑ flag on any profile, request or
conversation if something breaks the Community
Guidelines. Reports are private, and the student
is never told who reported them.

Block

A blocked student can't see your profile or
contact you, and won't show up in your matches
or search. They aren't told. You can undo it in
Blocked students.

GO O D HABITS

Keep conversations on Partnr while you get to know someone. Never share passwords, your home
address or money. If anything feels off, report it. If you're ever in danger or someone threatens you, tell
a parent, teacher or another trusted adult right away.
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Q U I C K  R E F E R E N C E

Common questions
Question Answer

Does Partnr cost anything? No. Partnr is free for every student.

I didn't get my login email. Check spam, wait a few minutes, then try a personal email. Some school
email systems block automated messages.

How do I change who I match
with?

On Matches, tap Change your profile settings, or go to Edit profile, then
Interests & Goals.

My matches aren't a good fit. Tap Not the right fit?, tell us what's off, and get new matches. Adding
more skills and a clearer project description also helps.

What's the difference
between Connect and Apply?

Connect sends a request to a person. Apply asks to join a specific
project someone posted.

Who can see My board? Only you.

Where do I share files with
my partner?

Inbox, then Workspace next to their name.

Can I work with someone at
another school?

Yes, as long as the competition allows it. Look for the
🌍 Cross-school ok  tag.

How do I find a classmate for
a same-school competition?

In Find students, set Where to your school.

Can I delete a project I
posted?

Yes. Tap Edit on your project, then Delete this project and confirm.

Something is broken. Open the profile menu and tap Report a problem.

How do I contact the Partnr
team?

Email hello@projectpartnr.com. Parents and teachers can use it too.

Ready to start?
Go to projectpartnr.com, tap Join Partnr, and find the partner who helps you build what you've
been thinking about.

Questions? Email hello@projectpartnr.com or tap Report a problem in the app.
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